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° Lessons from a Disaster (See Page 4) 
° MDARC Election Ballot (See Page 5) 
, Make Reservations Now for MDARC Christmas Party (See Page 7) 


| A Message from the President 


Can you teach new hams? 

MDARC is looking for a new education chairman. If you want a chance to get involved, meet new hams, ieach 
what you know, and share the excitement of Amateur radio talk to one of the board members, or give me a call. 
73's Pete N N 


Club Auction a Huge Success! 
by Pete Tormey, N6QGN 


Once again the Mt. Diablo Amateur Radio pulls off another great auction. Many of the 236 registered attenders 
complemented MDARC for providing an entertaining and profitable event for both buyers and sellers alike. 
“Organization is the key to success,” quipped the new Auction Chairman, Paul KC6TZU. “Paul's extensive 
amateur radio experience made the auction what it was,” noted auctioneer Art VE2ZAQV. “He has a knack for 
finding state of the art equipment --- even the Coast Guard was interested in buying stuff to help anchor the 
mothball fleet.” 


Dennis, KC6QHH, explained Paul's expertise: “He taught me all about auctioneering.” Dennis further 
explained Paul’s long time commitment to Amateur radio: “After talking with him I realized how much more 
there is to Amateur radio. He passed on some valuable tips on purchasing a good CW keyer, and explained why 
everyone should have a repeater rack.” 
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MDARC Helps with East Bay Hills 
Fire 


Radio operators from MDARC were called 
into action to help maintain emergency 
communications during the East Bay hills fire 
on October 20. Coordinated by Larry Kaye, 
W6CPO, operators manned Red Cross 
shelters, community centers, and Contra Costa 
Consolidated Fire stations. 


The fire started at about 11:00 AM on Sunday, 
October 20, near the Caldecott Tunnel in the 
East Bay Hills. It quickly jumped the freeway 
and continued burning south through the 
Rockridge area of Oakland. 


The Red Cross opened 11 shelters in Oakland, 
which were manned by amateur radio operators 
through the night October 20 and 21. Some of 
these shelters remained open through the 
following weekend, and hams were still 
needed. 


The total loss was estimated at $1.5 billion, 
with 2,482 homes and 918 apartments 
destroyed and 1,900 acres burned. About 250 
hams volunteered their services during the 
disaster, and one was injured in a disaster- 
related traffic accident (see story Page 4). 


This is the second time in 2 years that Bay 
Area hams have been called to serve in a major 
disaster. As they did with the Loma Prieta 
earthquake, the volunteers served with 
distinction and are to be commended for their 
sacrifice. --- Ken Desloover, N8KHS. 


Oakland Fire Brings Hams to Quick 
Response 


The devestating fire in Oakland on Sunday, 
October 20, brought a quick response from 
ham radio operators throughout the northern 
part of the state. They went right to work 
supporting the State Office of Emergency 
Services, Red Cross, California Department of 
Forestry, fire departments and law enforcement 
units. 

Many members of the Mt. Diablo Amateur 
Radio Club became involved within minutes of 
the first call for mutual aid, and many remained 
active long after the flames were out and 
recovery operations began. 

Local RACES/ARES operators were 
dispatched to the Contra Costa Fire 


communications center on Geary Road to 
provide ham radio backup, while others began 
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MDARC Assists Danny Foundation 
Marathon Radio Event 


On Sunday, September 8, 1991, seven 
members of MDARC provided vital radio 
communications to the Danny Foundation 
during its Marathon (29.9 mile) Relay and its 
51 Mile Endurance Run. 


Organized to promote crib safety, the Danny 
Foundation sponsored this event for the second 
year and attracted 49 Marathon Relay Teams 
and 46 Ultra-Marathon participants from all 
over California. That's 242 runners! 


The radio operators were spread out over the 
EBMUD watershed, and Las Trampas and 
Redwood Regional Parks. They manned six 
check points which allowed race officials to 
keep track of the runners and provided runners 
the assurance of health and _ welfare 
communications. All of the operators were 
impressed with the dedication and 
perseverance of the runners, but those 
associated with the event also were im 

with the professionalism and devotion which 
the Hams demonstrated in providing the only 
link between far-flung spots throughout the 
courses. It was clear that the event could not 
have been conducted without the amateur radio 
operators. 


The runners were not the only ones 
participating in a marathon. The seven 
operators provided a total of 57 hours of 
communications time for an average donation 
of over 8 hours - and one operator, Jess 
Mosher, KI6TB, worked 13.5 hours. It seems 
amazing that everyone's gear worked so well 
for such a long time with very little difficulty. 
Providing this valuable service in addition to 
Jess were June Blenderman, N6SWP; Dick 
Brown, KT6X; Pete Tormey, N6QGN; Marc 
Turkel, WA6ALL; Stan Poland, N6ZA; and 
George Jones, KI6YK. Good job folks! You 
really did a good job of demonstrating what 
Amateur Radio Service is all about — George 
Jones, KI6YK 


———————————— 
operating at the State Office of Emergency 
Services Region 2 facilities in Pleasant Hill in 
support of Red Cross operations. Still others 
assigned to Orinda Com Van 45 had their 
hands full with fire apparatus staging areas, 
and fire-line operations as the multi-agency 
communications van was moved to Grizzly and 
Claremont to support communications needs 
there. (Continued on Page 3) 
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MDARC General Meeting Minutes 
Date: October 18, 1991 Time: 7 PM 


This being the regular semi-annual Club 
Auction, there was no General Meeting held. 


Pres. Pete called the auction to order and 
bidding began with Paul Girard as the first 
auctioneer. Other auctioneers were: Art 
Mayoff and Dennis Fuller. 


Jay Caldis and Val Vallis filled in info on 
auction slips after each item was sold. Dick 
Brown entered info into the computer and 
Walt Ebbett and Dick Schulze kept the 
individual card records. Bert Dawson 
collected the loot. Runners were Jerry White, 
Paul Girard, Larry Gansz and Stan Poland. 


There were 236 registered buyers. 248 items 
were sold by the time the final gavel fell at 
10:30. Items sold averaged about 70 per hour. 


Coffee, donuts, and door prizes were handled 
by George Roush and Lauren Styles and his 
wife Elizabeth. 


Respectfully submitted, 
Valter W. Ebbett, Jr., Secty. 


MDARC Twenty-Five Years Ago 
by Walt Ebbett, KB6QIB 


The November, 1966 Carrier reported that the 
auction was a big success. It was held for the 
widow of Silent Key Harry Daview, K6EDW. 
$360 was taken in (club received $36). 


Jim Hilliard, W6CGS, went to Canada on a big 
hunting trip that we hear was highly 
successful! 


Hal Mumford, W6FAR, hasn't had a response 
yet on his free dues offer. He said if a member 
(or spouse) wished to announce the coming of 
a blessed event in theCarrier, Hal would pay 
their dues for a year! Ah, but the 
announcement must be made FIRST in the 
Carrier...can't tell anyone else! 


The Treasury had $366.70. 


More Gossip and Rumors: 
boys have been doing some improvements and 
renovations on the rig these days. Lotsa 
activity up on Smith Hill. Paul Parker has a 6 
volt Link, 1905-2240, for sale for only $25. 
Certified by Hal Mumford, Treasurer, we've 
now got 100 members in MDARC. 


Heard that the FM - 
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MDARC Board Meeting Minutes 
Date: October 22, 1991 Time: 7:40 PM 
Board Members Present: 


President Pete Tormey 
Secty. Walt Ebbett, Jr. 
Director Dick Brown 
Director Larry Gansz 


Committee Members Present: 
Membership - George Jones 


Meeting called to order by Pres. Pete. It was 
moved, seconded, and passed (w/corr) the the 
minutes of the last meeting as published in the 
Carrier be approved. Next Board Meeting: 
Nov. 19 at the home of Larry Gansz. Program 
for Nov. General Meeting will be speaker Curt 
Caldwell from Systron Donner, who will talk 
about fire protection in aircraft systems. 


Discussion was held on ballot information. 
Family member ballots will be in the Carrier. 
There will be no extra ballots available at the 
meeting. Bring your ballot in the Carrier to 
the November meeting, or mail it. 


The club will provide beverages at the 
Christmas Party, including soft drinks. It was 
moved, seconded, and passed that there be one 
entree at the same price as last year ($7.75) 
each. 


The April, 1992 auction date was discussed 
and decided that it be decided by the Auction 
Committee. The regular date falls on Good 
Friday. 

Dick Brown reported on the auction. 236 
signed in. There were 89 buyers, 31 sellers, 
and 248 items. Gross was $5,700 and payout is 
$5,007. There were several other items that 
will bring the net up. 


Respectfully submitted, 
Walter W. Ebbett, Jr., Secty. 


Oakland Hills Fire (from Page 2) 


Larry Kaye, W6CPO, RACES _ district 
emergency coordinator for Contra Costa 
County, said that about 250 hams were 
involved in the Red Cross operations, many 
members of MDARC. Paul Girard, 
KC6TZU. 
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Editorial 
Lessons From a Disaster 


As I See It 
by Paul Girard, KC6TZU 


Every disaster teaches lessons. For ham radio 
operators the Oakland Hills Fire taught several 
lessons. Those lessons must be learned. 


First, and perhaps foremost, is re-enforcement 
of the requirement that you must be ready to 
serve as a registered disaster service worker. 
Registration can be accomplished by joining 
the Radio Amateur Civil Emergency Service 
(RACES) or the Amateur Radio Emergency 
Service (ARES). 


Second, you must never start for an 
“assignment” until you are requested to do so 
by “competent authority”, such as a net 
controller, or emergency coordinator. If you 
“happen upon an incident”, you must 
immediately notify the net controller. If you 
should be injured while on a disaster and have 
reported without being requested, you may not 
be covered by Workmen's Compensation. 


Third, to be an effective member of a disaster 
communications response team, you should 
have as much training as you can get. A ham 
working in a disaster situation without training 
could be a detriment. RACES offers quarterly 
training courses in a number of subjects, all of 
which are put to use in just about any disaster. 
The courses are free. Listen to nets for course 
announcements. 


Fourth, hams must learn that they are 
“communicators” and should not be put to use 
by those requesting our services for non- 
communicating tasks, such as record keeping, 
guarding latrines, delivering meals, or clerking. 
Our job, and our resource, is RADIO. 


Fifth, those in charge of recruiting hams for 
disaster communications responsibilities must 
be assured that the ham radio resource is not 
being USED by “empire builders”. Hams will 
perform admirably, but our resource won't last 
long if those requesting ham radio operators 
don't know how to utilize us, or exaggerate 
their requirements for ham radio operators. 


That's how I see it. 
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Jim House, KA6IVF, Injured in 
Oakland Fire Duty 


Jim House, KA6IVF, Central County 
Emergency Coordinator, was injured in an 
automobile - cow crash while enroute home 
from duty at the Contra Costa Fire 
Communications Center after supporting 
mutual aid requests for the Oakland fire 
Sunday, October 20. 


House was traveling on Alhambra Valley Road 
when he hit a black cow at Pig Farm Hill. The 
cow apparently went partially through the 
windshield of House’s Toyota station wagon. 
While he looked like hamburger following the 
accident, House is recovering. The cow has 
been served as hamburger and T-bone steak. 
House is the only known casualty among hams 
operating during the fire. 


The important fact is that House was 
dispatched to the fire. Had he not been, he 
would not have been covered by Workmen's 
Compensation. 


New Highs for Auction; Sales Records 
Fail 


The auction sellers have their checks, the 
buyers have their merchandise, Dick Schulze, 
AAG6DL, has a garage free of used ham gear, 
and the club treasury is about $800 richer. 
These are just some of the highlights of the 
October 18 MDARC ham radio gear auction. 


Promotional articles on the auction said one of 
the goals was to “keep it moving” at or near 
lightning speed. The goal was accomplished, 
according to Dick Brown, KT6X, who kept 
the aution records. 


He said that ALL 248 lots of ham gear were 
sold. Sales were at the rate of 70 lots per hour, 
far exceeding the previous record of 55 items 
per hour set last April. “And for the very first 
time in recent memory, the place was sold out 
to the bare walls,” Brown said. “There was not 
one item that had to be sent off to the dumps,” 
he exclaimed. “Besides that, the auction 
started on time, and finished about a half-hour 
early.” 


Club educational activities, social events, and 

insurance costs are the prime beneficiaries of © 

auction profits. The auction grossed about 

$5,700, earning the club a commission of $695. 

That, coupled with $118 earned from the sale 
(Continued on Page 5) 
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The Carrier of the Mt. Diablo Amateur Radio CANO 


Auction (from Page 4) 
of donated items, boosted the total profit to 
$811 with expenses of under $50 still to be 
paid. 
There were a total of 236 auction participants, 
89 buyers and 31 sellers. Checks totaling 


$5,000 were sent to sellers within five days yy 


club treasurer Bert Dawson. 


The speedy auctioneers were: Art Mayoff, 
VE2ZAQV; Dennis Fuller, KC6QHH; and 
Auction Chairman Paul Girard, KC6TZU. 

"TE it were not for a super committee and lots of 


very dedicated and competent help, the auction 
could not have been nearly as successful,” said 


Girard. “It was one of our best,” said club 
President Pete Tormey. “And it was lots of 
fun,” he added. 


Next month: ” Extra Class Ticket in About 
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Art Mayoff, VE2AQV, Turns in 
Canadian Call for US 2x2 


Art Mayoff, VE2AQV, won't be able to lean on 
his VE2 callsign much _ longer. Mayoff, 
operator of The Base Station, a club past 
president and one-time Ham of the Year, 
ed the United States Novice, Technician, 
General, Advanced, and Extra class license 
examinations on October 27. He took the 
exams in Sunnyvale “so if I flunked, nobody 
would know." 


Mayoff admits to having missed some 
questions on all of the tests, but says he “aced” 
the code tests. 


He is awaiting a new 2 by 2 call from the FCC. 
It should be issued within the next 8 weeks. 
His wife, Sue, is WA6AGP. Once the U. S. 
license is issued, he will no longer be able to 


use the VE2 call, except when he visits his 


an Hour” by Art Mayoff, VE2ZAQV native Canada. 


You must bring this baiiot to the November meeting to vote. THIS 1S THE ONLY BALLOT YOU 
WILL RECEIVE! Bring it with you to the November meeting, or send it to MDARC, P. O. Box 23222, 
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523, in time to arrive before November 15. Extra ballots are attached for family 
members of MDARC. 


TS Ce el ne 


BALLOT 


President 

Pete Tormey 
Vice President 

Richard Shappee Write in —_—_—_$_$_€_€__~___ 
Treasurer 

Stan Christian 


Write in 


Writein Ce 


retary 
Walt Ebbett 
Director 
Dick Brown Writein .. See 
Emergency Coordinator 
Skip Slates 


Writein eee 


Writein 


ee ee 
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MEMBERSHIP DIRECTORY UPDATE 
by George Jones, KI6YK 


We are very pleased to welcome the following new 

members: 

ALBINUS, David (Dave); N6YOT, General 
1126 Headlands Dr., Napa, CA 94558 
(707)966-09 14(H1), (510)689-3890(W) 

ANDRESEN, Dale; SWL; 1100 Brown Ave., 
Lafayette, CA 94549; (510)283-3393(h) 

DEVINE, Brien; KC6UNU, Technician 
4872 Highlands Way, Antioch, CA 94509 
(510)706-5227(w) 

NILES, Mark R.; SWL 
1017 Hidden Oak Ct., Concord, CA 94521 
(510)798-8029h), (510)827-3200(w) 

PLUMER, Danielle C.; KD6AVQ, Technician 
7322-I Park Wood Cir., Dublin, CA 94568 
(510)803-9512(b) 


PLUMER, Edward; KM6IQ, Advanced 
7322-I Park Wood Cir., Dublin, CA 94568 
(510)803-95 12(h) 

SILVERMAN, Ken; WM2C, Extra 
86 Grandview P}., Walnut Creek, CA 94595 
(510)210-0410(h) 


Congratulations to the following on their upgrade 
and/or new call: 

David Penn: KD6BSX 

Andrew Taylor: KD6BAF, Technician 

Richard Tuller: Advanced 


MDARC Membership renewal notices will be sent 
out on December Ist. Please look for yours and 
return it as soon as possible. Try to not put it off 
so that it doesn’t get lost, strayed or stollen. 


A.E.A. Interfaces, T.N.C’s & Antennas 
Ameco Books, Code Keys & Oscillators 
Amphenol Coax Connectors 
Astron Regulated Power Supplies 
A.R.R.L. License Manuals, Books, Tapes 
and Reference Guides 
Avanti/Antenna Specialists "On Glass" Antennas 
A.O.R. Ace Scanning Receivers 
Bencher Paddles 
B.& W. Antennas, Coax Switches & Accessories 
Bearcat/Uniden Scanners 

Butternut Antennas 


1839 East Street 
Concord, CA 94520 
(415) 685-7388 


Callbooks, Maps, Guides & Supplements 
Carol/Columbia Coax Cable 
Cushcraft VHF & UHF Antennas 
Hustler Mobile Antennas, Mounts & Brackets 
Gordon West Books and Code Practice Tapes 
Larsen V.H.F. & U.H.F. Mobile Antennas & Mounts 
M.F.J. Keyers, Tuners, T.N.C.'s, Switches & Access. 
Mirage V.H.F. & U.H.F. Amplifiers _- 
wm. Nye Code Keys & Oscillators 
PC. Electronics Amateur TV Converters & Xmtrs. 
Van Gordon Antennas, Insulators & Wire 
Yaesu H.F., V.H.F. & U.H.F. Transceivers 


: Mon-Fri: 10-5:30 Sat: 94 
In Downtown Concord between Willow Pass Rd. & Concord Bivd. 
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MT. DIABLO AMATEUR RADIO CLUB 
: CHRISTMAS PARTY 


The Christmas party is for the entire Club 
Family. Plan now to attend. Send in your 
Reservation Form now. 


Date: Friday December 20, 1991 
Time: Doors open at 6 P.M. 
Dinner served at 7 P.M. Sharp. 
Place: Our Savior Lutheran Church 
1035 Carol Lane, Lafayette. 


Menu: This will be a catered traditional turkey dinner 
to include Green Salad w/dressing, Hot Turkey Breast, 
Stuffing, Turkey Gravy, Candied Yams, Cranberry Sauce, 
Rolls, Pumpkin Pie w/Whipped Cream and Beverages. 
Dinner service supplied. 


Cost: $7.75 each adult (incl. tax). Children under 12 years 


¢3.90 each. Liquor is not permitted in the Church social 
room. 


After dinner, Santa will distribute gifts and candy 

canes to the children, followed by the installation of 

the 1992 Club Officers, the Presentation of Club Awards, 

Door prizes. (Everyone will receive a free prize ticket). 

*Remember to bring a gift for Santa to give your child.* 
Talk-in frequency W6CX 147.06/+ 


RESERVATIONS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED AFTER DECEMBER 12, 1991 


Mail to: George Roush (WB6OFH), 2116 Athene Drive, Concord, 94519 1: . 


JO RS 2 ee eee eee 


Reservation Form for Club Christmas Party 
Name(s) Call Sign 


Address City Zip 


Telephone ( 


yo 


Reservation is for: # Adults # Children under 12 


Total payment enclosed: $ (must be included). 


Make checks payable to MDARC. 


The Carrier of the Mt. Diablo Amateur Radic-Club 


Toys for Tots Special Event Station 
The First Annual 
TOYS FOR TOTS HAM RADIO RALLY 
& Ham Radio Concours 


Operation of this station is to celebrate the first 
annual Toys for Tots Ham Radio Rally and 
Concours. 


This is a charity event to help the 
underprivileged children of our area. If you are 
in the area please drop by. If you wish to 
participate, bring a new, unwrapped toy of $5 
or greater value. Should be fun! 


The US Marine Corps Reserves will be 


collecting the toys for distribution during the 
holiday season. 


The Concours is a lighthearted judging of 
mobile radio installations for originality, most 
rigs, antennas, etc. Bring your vehicle if you 
want to enter the competition. 


The Rally should be a fun way to meet many of 
your on-the-air hams friends, in person, while 
helping kids. 
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KKKKK STATION INFO KKKKK 


Location: Rose Bowl, Pasadena, California, 
Lot I 


Time/Date: 
December 1 


Callsign: KA6RJF 
10 meters - Novice subband 


20 meters - General subband 
40 meters - General subband 


Mode: Voice SSB 
Local, day of event info: 145.180- repeater 


Certificate info: To receive a certificate just 
send a QSL card and a 9” x 12” SASE to: 


Peter Fogg, KA6RJF 
1302 Mar Vista 
Pasadena, CA 91104 


If you have any questions about the special 
event station or the Toys for Tots Rally and 
Concours,you can forward them to me on 
packet at N6YN. NOTFS @ N6YN. 
#SOCAL.CA.USA.NA (WAO6HAM #23515) 


1900 UTC to 2400 UTC on 


Frequencies: 


\ S yh ais 

ey ce Ne AAS 

av Ae eas Tain eee, 
a 


< 


KENWOOD 


oO i »” ws - +4 - = = = taka 

tin OS “ - _ . —— 
eS ae » yo. es ou it 
— ee ee 


\#/YABSU 
FT-26/FT-76 


4 j rau iF 
STORE BUYING 


LAR 


T OWE R : 2 
ALINCO | 


DJ-FIT 


2w std.; Sw opti 
~ w sid; Sv OAKLAND, CA 84608 
TH 77A Direct Coates Mem © 2w 2 meter compoct HT 2210 Liv St 
OTMF paging © 8 scan modes 510 ree cs 
2M/440 MH a: on : 00 
z Rich, WASWYSB. 
Extended Receive FT-4 | 1 1-880 at Zed <<tyell 
Dual Receive/ 2M HT 
Dual LCD Read-out Stonderd 2.5W:; 49 Mem 
TSS, CTCSS 2m/140 to 174 MHz 


POW! Toll frea a Cohferna'| NEW ADDRESS! 


4 
DTMF AUTO DIALER 


BURLINGAME STORE HAS MOVED TO SUNNYVALE !! ACROSS FROM FRY'S ELECTRONICS 


STORE WALK-IN HOURS: 10 AM. - 5:30 PM * CLOSED SUNDAYS 
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The Mount Diablo Amateur Radio 
Club 


Our Savior Lutheran Church 
1035 Carol Lane, Lafayette 


Next Meeting: 
movember 13-8 BPM 

Curt Caldwell, Systron Donner 

Aircraft Fire Protection 


Club Officers 
President 
N6QGN 

Vice President 


Pete Tormey 


Walter Ebbett 


Bert Dawson 


Emergency Coordinator 
| Mark Curley N6MIN 672-6960 
| Directors 
Dick Brown KT6X 676-9048 
Larry Gansz KB2GV 


356-2411 


224.78/- 
(77 Hz) 


441.325/+ 
(100 Hz) 


Voice Net 
1930 Hours 
Jay Caldis 


147.06/+ 
KT6Y 


ATV Net 
2000 Hours(after voice net) 


Mike Scott 
Tim Barrett 


N6GOZ 
WD9BIV 
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The Rocky Ridge Repeater Group 


Listen to 147.06 Net for location 


Next Meeting: 
movember 20-8 PM 
Onterested persons ate welcome 


Contra Costa County 
ARES/RACES Nets 
Thursdays 1900 Hours 


Central County 145.68/S 

James House KAOIVF 372-0345 
East County 146.535/S 

KB9M 778-0977 

South County 146.355/+ 

|George Jones KI6YK 837-9316 

West County 145.11/- | 
Robert Hughes N6SPY 527-7048 


Bill Hall 


QSY to 147.735/- at 1920 Hours 
Meeting of all ARES/RACES Nets 


Contra Costa County 
E : 


First Thursday following first Wednesday 
2000 Hours 3895 Khz 
Hank Berriman, W6ZHY, AEC 


Sheriff's Unif iR 
for information call: 


Freda Lucido N6PWT 228-3609 


_———————— recess 
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Ist Sunday 
January 18, 1992 


April 10-12, 1992 
May 1-3, 1992 


August 20-23, 1992 
October 10, 1992 
October 16-18, 1992 


The Carrier 
A newsletter from the 
Mt. Diablo Amateur Radio Club 


P. O. Box 23222 
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523 


Calendar of Events 
Livermore Swap Meet Las Positas College, Livermore 
NPSARC Winterfest Monterey Peninusula College 


Armory, Monterey 
International DX Convention Visalia, CA 


San Joaquin Valley Section Convention 


and 50th Fresno Hamfest Fresno, CA 
ARRL National Convention Los Angeles, CA 
Siera Hamfest and Computer Faire Minden, NV 
PACIFICON ’92 Concord, CA 


ee hee 


